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nen (Berlin, Tessin und Wien) als freier Mitarbeiter für 
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(ca.50 - 70%) und ab 1998 Teilhaber bei MetAir. Ver-
antwortlich für Entwicklung und Applikation von VOC-
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of Technology (ETH) in Zürich. Diploma-thesis on: 
"Magnetostriction of type-II superconductors". For this 
work he received the ETH-medal. 1969 – 1973 PhD 
student in the Low Temperature Physics Group of Prof. 
Dr J.L. Olsen at the ETH. PhD-thesis on: "Oscillatory 
Magnetostriction and the stress dependence of the 
Fermi Surface of Al, In, Zn and Mg". 1974 – 1976 Re-
search Associate at the McLennan Physical Laboratory 
of the University of Toronto, Canada. Work on the elec-
tronic structure of spin-density-wave systems and quan-
tum oscillations. 1976 Visiting scientist at the ETH, 
Zürich. 1976 – 1980 Senior lecturer at the Vrije Univer-
siteit in Amsterdam. 1980 – now Full Professor in 
charge of the Department of Condensed Matter Physics. 
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Louis Schlapbach, born 1944. He graduated from the 
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich (ETHZ) in 
Experimental Physics and got his PhD in Solid State 
Physics – Magnetism also at ETHZ. As a postdoc at a 
CNRS laboratory in Paris, he studied hydrogen storage 
in intermetallic compounds. Back at ETHZ, he devel-
oped the surface science aspects of the hydrogen inter-
action with metals and alloys. From 1988 till 2001, Louis 
Schlapbach was Full Professor for Physics at the Uni-
versity of Fribourg. As such he built up a research team 
of 20-25 people working on the topic „New Materials 
and their Surfaces“ resulting in about 40 PhD, 200 sci-
entific papers and some patents. A strong collaboration 
with industry was established. In spring 2001, he has 
been appointed CEO of Empa, the materials science 
and technology institution of the ETH domain with 750 
coworkers in Dübendorf, St. Gallen and Thun. 
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